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Washtenaw Community College Comprehensive Report

CJT 224 Criminal Investigation
Effective Term: Fall 2022

Course Cover
College: Advanced Technologies and Public Service Careers
Division: Advanced Technologies and Public Service Careers
Department: Public Service Careers
Discipline: Criminal Justice
Course Number: 224
Org Number: 15430
Full Course Title: Criminal Investigation
Transcript Title: Criminal Investigation
Is Consultation with other department(s) required: No
Publish in the Following: College Catalog , Time Schedule , Web Page
Reason for Submission: Three Year Review / Assessment Report
Change Information:
Consultation with all departments affected by this course is required.
Course description
Outcomes/Assessment
Objectives/Evaluation
Rationale: This course is way beyond its 3-year review. Hence, a review must be completed. There are
no Student Learning Outcomes, therefore, the course must be updated prior to assessment.
Proposed Start Semester: Winter 2022
Course Description: In this course students will be introduced to the science of criminal investigation.
They will become familiar with the methodology of crime scene investigations, evidence collection,
preservation, and analysis. Included are the rudiments of follow-up investigations, interviews,

interrogations and report writing. Techniques applicable to investigation of specific crimes will be
highlighted.

Course Credit Hours
Variable hours: No
Credits: 3
Lecture Hours: Instructor: 45 Student: 45
Lab: Instructor: 0 Student: 0
Clinical: Instructor: 0 Student: 0

Total Contact Hours: Instructor: 45 Student: 45

Repeatable for Credit: NO

Grading Methods: Letter Grades

Audit

Are lectures, labs, or clinicals offered as separate sections?: NO (same sections)

College-Level Reading and Writing
College-level Reading & Writing

College-Level Math
No Level Required
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Requisites

General Education

Request Course Transfer
Proposed For:

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Identify the processes related to investigation, recording, and controlling crime scenes.
Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related exam questions
Assessment Date: Fall 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 75% of the students will score 75% or
higher on the outcome-related questions.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

2. Classify the various rules of evidence including, but not limited to, the Exclusionary Rule, search
warrants, and warrantless searches.
Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related exam questions
Assessment Date: Fall 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 75% of the students will score 75% or
higher on the outcome-related questions.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

3. Identify proper witness interviewing and suspect interrogation techniques.
Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related exam questions
Assessment Date: Fall 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 75% of the students will score 75% or
higher on the outcome-related questions.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty
Course Objectives
1. Understand the evolution of policing stemming from England and how the United States modeled,
reformed, and advanced policing and investigation.
2. Recognize the rules of evidence and arrest through the use of search warrants and warrantless
searches.
. Recognize the process of controlling, investigating, and recording a crime scene.
4. Classify the different types of evidence and the equipment and processing techniques used to collect
and evaluate this evidence.

(98]
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5. Label the various types of investigation leads and use of informants as well as their importance when
processing a criminal investigation.

6. Differentiate betwee various interview and interegation techniques.

7. Identify the investigation of major crime categories including: crimes of violence, sexual assaults,
missing and exploited persons, robbery, arson, bombings, hate crimes, property crimes, cybercrime,
drugs, special investigations, and terrorism.

8. Identify the importance of an investigator as a witness and the ethical awareness within law
enforcement departments.

9. Classify the various warrants and describe when a warrant is not needed in an investigation.

New Resources for Course

Course Textbooks/Resources
Textbooks
Manuals
Periodicals
Software

Equipment/Facilities
Level I classroom

Reviewer Action Date
Faculty Preparer:

Kevin Lindsey Faculty Preparer Feb 01, 2022
Department Chair/Area Director:

Ruth Walsh Recommend Approval Feb 02, 2022
Dean:

Jimmie Baber Recommend Approval Feb 03, 2022
Curriculum Committee Chair:

Randy Van Wagnen Recommend Approval Mar 08, 2022
Assessment Committee Chair:

Shawn Deron Recommend Approval Mar 09, 2022
Vice President for Instruction:

Kimberly Hurns Approve Mar 10, 2022
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)

For help screens, setect a field and press F1
SECTION 1. SUBMISSION INFORMATION
1. Course: (Enter proposed discipline, number & title here.) I
Discipline/No:_CJT 224 Title:_Criminal Investigaton Start Term U307
Banner allows only 29 characters and spaces, for the title. Longer titles will have to be abbrev iated.

Don’t publish: [Jin College Catalog
[Tin Time Schedule  [Jon Web Page

2. Type of Approval: (applies to 3. Reason for Submission: This Course is being submitted for: (check all that apply)
both new courses and changes) [ New Course Approval (Skip 4 and go directly to 5.)
[X] Full Approval X Five-year Syllabus Review [_] No changes to course (Submit complete syllabus)
[ Conditional Approval [J Major Change(s) (Submit complete syllabus)
) ; X Minor Change(s)* (For fully approved courses, submit revised sections only.)
O i&g&égﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁf (frrz:i)g]solpyr oval O Reac'Fiva'Fion of Inagtivc? Course '
for the term: [[] Inactivation (Submit this page only.)
*[f requesting a change to a course that has conditional approval, please submit a complete syllabus.

4.Change Information: (Check all that apply. Make proposed changes in Section III, Course Syllabus.)

Division Code: Department Code: Org #:

Minor Changes Major Changes (will be reviewed by Curriculum Committee.)

[] Course Discipline/Number (was ) [] Credit hours (credits were: )

[T Course Title (was } [] Change in Grading Method

[] Course Description [] Total Contact Hours (total contact hours were: )

[ Class Capacity (was: ___) (] Approval for offering an Honors Section (Attach Approval Form.)

[] Pre or Co-requisites [] Approval for offering Distance Learning Sections (Attach

X] Course Objectives (minor changes) Distance Learning Approval Form)

[} Distribution of Contact Hours (contact hours were: [ General Education Distribution Course: Add[] Remove[]
lect: lab clin other ) (Attach General Education Course Approval Form)

] Other ] Pre or Co-requisites (that affect other departments)

5. Rationale: (for new course or course change) Changes are are being made in response to data from Assessment: yes[_] no[ ]

SECTION II. SIGNATURES
1. Department Review (To be completed by department chair)

Will any new resources be required? No, none ant1c1patedg/ Yes [] (If yes, attach list with projected costs)
You must consult all departments that may be affected by #his course. List departments contacted below and attach relevant

documents.
Does the department support approval of this course? [ yes [ no (if no, initial and return to preparer with rationale.)
Print: Henry Townsend Signature /¢~va & - ”/vw/”/\//(« ﬂ/ Date: (# ~#7-¢d
Faculty/Preparer /
inte : ! / A P ra
Print: Ruth Walsh Signature __ €< <1 Dater”

Department Chair

2. Division Review (To be completed by division dean; if recommendation is no, initial and return to department with rationale.)
Is this a curricular priority for your division? #Tyes [ no (Comment )
What is the estimated enrollment?

Recommendation m es []No W }ém‘ 3[ Z’gé[ o 5

Dean’s Signature Date
3. Curriculum Committee Review (Attach additional comments 1f necessary and forward to Executive Vice President.)

Recommendation [] Yes []No

Cul;r;lculum Committee Chair’s Signature Date

4. Vice President for Instruction and Stu Serv1ces pproval fw ddmonal comments if necessary. )
Approval lees CNo )/71 7 / ) 7 / l/ 3

xe;mﬂve.Vlce Premdent S Slgnature / ) ate ‘
ACS Code . Entered in Baaner Eaii ered i :

Approved {or Geneml Educauon Area/Group .

Document Code: H:\cjt 224.doc 12/12/2002
Form Revised 2/7/2002 1




WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)
SECTION III. COURSE SYLLABUS For help screens press F1.
A. COURSE DETAILS (Start with #1.)

Discipline & No.: CJT 224 Title: Criminal Investigaton

Course and title will automaticaily appear above upon saving or previewing
1. Description: (Please be brief. Explain acronyms if used.)

2. Credit Hours: __3 3. Contact Hours per Semester: 4. Class Capacity: 5. Course Options:
If Variable credit, Give Range: Lecture: 45 30 [(ODistance learning
___to___ credits Iéiliibn'ical- (If nonstandard, attach (Attach DL Form)
If repeatable for credit, how Other: Class Capacity [ Honors (Amdzi
many times Total Contact Hours: _45 Exception form.) Honors AdQen um.)
[} P/NP Grading
6. Prerequisite(s) Min *Concurrent Min. **Level Other Prerequisites
and/or “(* Course Grade Enrollment  Test Name Score 9 111
— _ ga
I L _ 0
OO0 [ —
oo H _ g
00 [ _ g
00 Ll _ [ Consent Required []
ool — Ll — 0 7. Corequisites: (limit of 2)
oo [ _ g

* Can take prerequisite before or concurrently with this course. R
**evel | is enforced in Banner; Level I is enforced by instructor on 1st day of class.

8. Course Purpose: If a program requirement, specify ~ Please send syllabus for Accepted for transfer:
X Program Requirement the program(s) Transfer evaluation to: (attach documentation)
[[] General Education AAC] O EmMu X EMU
[J Program Support ] um CJuMm
"] Basic Skills/Developmental | L]

X Transfer [l
[ Industry/Professional Dev Ll
[] Enrichment L] O
9. Terms Course will be offered: Even years 0Odd years
Terms Session Length (e.g. 15 weeks, 1% 7% weeks, etc.) Da Eve only onl
X Fall é J d
Xl Winter H

O

[
[ spr/Summer O L] L]

B. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS A major instructional unit is a grouping of topics that naturally relate to one another.
Add additional numbers as needed. (This section is unprotected so that you can cut and paste from other documents.

1. The Evolution of Criminal Investigation and Criminalistics.

Investigators, the Investigative Process, and the Crime Scene.

Physical Evidence

2

3

4. Interviewing and Interrogation.

5. Field Notes and Investigative Reporting.
6

The follow-up investigation.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)
The Crime Laboratory

Investigative Resources

Injury and Death Investigations

Sex-Related Offenses

Crimes Against Children

Robbery

Burglary

Larceny and Fraud

Vehicle Thefts and Related Offenses

Computer Crime

Agriculture, Wildlife, and Enviromental Crimes
Arson and Explosive Investigations
Recognition, Control, and Investigation of Drug Abuse
Terrorism

The Investigator and the Legal System
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)
C. INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

DIRECTIONS: Use student outcomes-based language. (Example: Upon visiting a gravel pit students will observe, analyze and
describe in one page the weathering processes.) Units should match those listed in Section B.

(This section is unprotected. You may cut and paste from other documents as needed.)
Unit#1 The Evolution of Criminal Investigation and Criminalistics
1. Student will be able to explain the importance of the Bow Street Runners.
2. Students will be able to discuss the contribution of Sir Robert Peel’s reform to early policing in the United States.
3.  Student will be able to explain the Supreme Court’s “due process revolution” and it’s impact on policing.
4.  Student will be able to explain the concept and practice of DNA typing.

Unit #2 Investigators, the Investigative Process, and the Crime Scene.

1. Student will understand the role of the investigator and the skills and qualities he or she must possess.
2. Student will be able to discuss the major events in the investigation of a crime.

3. Student will be able to define a crime scene.

4. Student will be able to outline the purpose and functions of a crime scene investigation.

5. Student will be able to describe the activities conducted in a follow-up investigation.

6. Student will be able to identify potential threats to investigator’s health and safety.

7. Student will be familiar with major considerations that dominate the crime scene search.

Unit #3 Physical Evidence

. Student will be able to distinguish between class and individual characteristics.

Student will be able to outline procedures for locating and handling soil.

Student will be able to summarize techniques for collecting glass.

Student will be able to discuss the identification and analysis of bloodstains.

Student will be able to identify the determinations that can be made from firearm evidence.

DR

Unit#4 Interviewing and Interrogation
1. Student will understand the differences and similarities between interviews and interrogations.
2. Student will be able to assess the challenges in relying on eyewitness identification.
3. Student will be able to identify interviewing process and techniques.
4. Student will be able to explain the impact of Miranda v. Arizona and other landmark Supreme Court
cases on police interrogation.

5. Student will understand the methods and importance of documenting an interview and interrogation.

Unit #5 Field Notes and Investigative Reporting.

Student will understand the importance of field notes.

Student will be able to list the six primary investigative questions.

Student will understand formats for basic incident reports.

Student will be able to list elements common to incident reports.

Student will be able to explain techniques involved in writing effective reports

G =

Unit#6  The follow-up investigation

1. Student will be able to summarize the factors used to determine whether a follow-up investigation is
needed.

Student will be able to explain the techniques used in neighborhood and vehicle canvasses.

Student will be able to discuss the role and use of informants.

Student will understand the purpose and objectives of surveillance.

Student will be familiar with the practice of polygraph and psychological-stress evaluators.

Student will be able to describe the methods for conducting photo and live line-ups.

SR

Unit#7 The Crime Laboratory
1. Student will able to define and distinguish forensic science and criminalistics.
2. Student will understand the importance of an investigator’s understanding of crime laboratories.
3. Student will be able to describe the measures of effectiveness of crime laboratory capabilities.
Document Code: H:\cjt 224.doc 12/11/2002
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF) o
Student will be able to explain the role and importance of DNA analysis in criminal investigations.
Student will be able to describe AFIS and IAFIS.
Student will able to briefly explain the techniques and methods used by both the ATF and FBI crime
laboratories to examine evidence.

S

Unit #8 Investigative Resources

1. Student will understand various components of crime analysis.

2. Student will be able to assess criminal profiling and it’s criticisms.
3. Student will be able to describe behavioral evidence analysis.

4. Student will be able to describe the functions of NCIC and CODIS.

Unit #9 Injury and Death Investigations

1. Student will be able to identify the investigators responsibilities when responding to the crime scene of a

suspected homicide or an assault.

2. Student will be able to comprehend the importance of personal identification of a victim in a homicide
investigation.
Student will understand the individual observations used collectively to determine the time of death.
Student will be able to discuss the five most common types of wounds encountered in injury and death
investigations.
Student will be able to outline facts that need to be determined in the investigation of fire deaths
Student will be able to define stalking and identify common categories of stalking.
Student will be able to describe what items are needed for a psychological profile.

B

~Now

Unit #10 Sex- Related Offenses

1. Student will be able to list and explain the classifications of sex offenses.

2. Student will be able to list and explain the four types of sexual murder.

3. Student will be able to discuss interview procedures and investigative questions for sexual assault cases.
4

Student will be able to explain why women don’t report rape to the police and the motivations for false
rape allegations.

Student will be able to identify the use and effects of Rohypnol and GHB.
Student will be able to outline the types of physical evidence collected in rape and sexual assault cases.
Student will be able to recognize common characteristics of sexual asphyxia or autoerotic death.

Now

Unit #11 Crimes Against Children
1. Student will be able to recognize types and patterns of burn injuries found in child abuse.
2. Student will be able define and discuss shaken-baby syndrome.
3. Student will be able to explain Munchausen Syndrome By Proxy.
4. Student will be able identify types of child molesters, and explain investigative and interview techniques
for cases of child molestation.
Student will be able to define incest and outline profiles of incestuous fathers.
Student will be able to outline types of child pornography.

ew

Unit #12 Robbery

. Student will be able to identify and explain the elements of robbery.

Student will be able to describe the three styles of robberies based on the amount of planning involved.
Student will be familiar with the various types of robberies.

Student will be able to discuss three explanations for the increase in carjackings.

Student will be able to explain police response to the robbery scene and tactical situations at the scene.
Student will be able to describe action, physical, and situational stereotyping.

Student will be able to define and give examples of robbery prevention measures, anticipatory strategies,
and reactive measures.

8. Student will be able to define a robbery.

NHownkwio=

Unit #13 Burglary
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)

Student will be able to define a burglary.

Student will be familiar with different types of burglaries.

Student will be able to describe appropriate responses to burglaries in progress.

Student will be able to recognize burglary tools.

Student will be able to explain several methods of attacking safes.

Student will understand the investigator’s burglary prevention role.

Student will be able to outline strategies for investigating criminal fences and other stolen-property

outlets.

8.  Student will be able to describe techniques for reducing the risk of commercial burglary.

No LR WD -

Unit #14 Larceny and Fraud
1. Student will be able to define larceny and fraud.

2. Student will be able to explain the four categories of credit card fraud.

3. Student will be able to describe the classifications of shoplifters and the patterns of professional
shoplifting groups.

4. Student will be able to explain the most common types of confidence games.

5. Student will be able to outline various techniques for laundering money.

6.  Student will be able to describe identity theft.

Unit #15 Vehicle Thefts and Related Offenses
1. Student will be able to identify types of motor vehicle thefts.
2. Student will be familiar with techniques for disposing of stolen motor vehicles.

3. Student will be able to describe the challenges associated with the theft investigation of heavy
equipment and farm equipment.

Student will be able to identify major investigative resources.
Student will be able to discuss methods for assisting in the identification of a recovered vehicle.
Student will be able to list and explain several vehicle theft fraud indicators.

Student will be able to discuss aircraft and avionics theft and relevant identification and investigative
techniques.

Noawns

Unit #16 Computer Crimes
1. Student will be able to outline the types of crimes in which the computer is the target.
2. Student will be able to explain crimes associated with the prevalence of computers.
3. Student will be able to outline profiles of computer crime suspects.
4.  Student will be able to explain techniques for investigating computer crime.
5.  Student will be able to assess methods of preventing computer crime.

Unit #17 Agriculture, Wildlife, and Environmental Crimes
1. Student will be able to summarize measures to prevent rural and agricultural crimes.
2. Student will be able to distinguish between situational and professional poachers.
3.  Student will understand investigative techniques used in wildlife crimes.
4.  Student will be able to list and describe the characteristics of hazardous waste.
6.  Student will be able to discuss methods of investigating environmental crimes.

Unit #18 Arson and Explosive Investigations

Student will be able to discuss the steps in the preliminary investigation of arson.
Student will be able to define arson.

Student will be familiar with various types of burn indicators.

Student will be able to describe ignition devices that may be used in arson.

Student will be able to assess several common motivations of arsonist for setting fires.

Student will be able to explain scientific methods used in arson investigation.

Student will be able to list several groups of people whom an arson investigator should interview.

Student will know the questions that investigators should ask in interviews and interrogations.
Student will be able to explain the two types of explosions.

0. Student will be able to outline the procedures for handling and investigating bomb threats.

SO LR W
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)

Unit #19 Recognition, Control, and Investigation of Drug Abuse

Student will be able to identify and describe several opium-derived drugs.

Student will be able to list and describe synthetic narcotics.

Student will be able to identify and distinguish among stimulants, depressants, and hallucinogens.
Student will be able to outline techniques used in investigating dangerous drugs and narcotics.

Student will be able to assess the motives, methods, and management of drug informants.

Student will be able describe the process of identifying and conducting raids on clandestine labs.
Student will be able to explain the type of information necessary to establish probable cause and obtain
search warrants.

Student will be able familiar with drug evidence handling and potential security problems.

NownkwD—

®

Unit #20 Terrorism
. Student will be able to explain mission-specific and sleeper cells.
Student will be familiar with different terrorist groups that threaten the United States and it’s allies.
Student will be able to distinguish between right-wing and left-wing terrorists.
Student will be able to describe four prominent national structures involved in terrorist intelligence, and
outline their responsibilities.
Student will be able to define joint terrorism task forces.
Student will be able to identify the purpose of a suspicious-activity log.
Student will be able to understand the process of critical thinking.

H o=

New

Unit #21 The Investigator and the Legal System
. Student will be able to distinguish among detention, arrest, and charging.

1
2. Student will be able to explain the benefit of a police officer’s making an arrest under the authority of a
warrant.

Student will be able to define and describe probable cause.
Student will be able to assess the importance of a criminal investigator’s knowing the rules of evidence.

Student will be able to describe the hearsay rule and the philosophy under which the exceptions to this
rule have evolved.

6. Student will be able to discuss the role of an investigator as a witness in a criminal trial.

kW
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)

D. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS, EVALUATION CRITERIA, AND ASSESSMENT
1. Instructional Methods: (Check the appropriate boxes and describe as needed.)

XLecture/Discussion [ ]Performances

[ ]Clinical Instruction [ ]Group Critiques

[ JLaboratory Assignments [ JField Trips

[ JInternet Assignments [ ]Telecourse

[ JComputer Simulations [ ITV Course

[ ]On-Site Work Experience [_]Self-Paced Instruction
[ JTeam Assignments []Other
XIDemonstrations [ ]other

2. Evaluation Criteria:

X Attendance [ ]Quizzes

X]Class Discussion X Tests 4 exams

[ JPapers [ ]Midterm

[ [Portfolios [_JFinal Exam

[ IProjects [ ]Presentations

[ JReports [ Jindividual Performance
[_IClinical Assignments [ 1Group/Team Performance
[ JHome Work [ ]Other

3. Assessment of Student Achievement: (Indicate methods that will be used for NCA mandated
assessment of student academic achievement at the course and (if applicable) general education levels)

[ ] Departmental Exam

[ ] Follow-on Tracking

[ ] Standardized Test

[ ] Portfolio Assessment

Pre-test/Post-test
[ ] Simulations

[] Comprehensive Project
[ ] Other

F. EQUIPMENT, FACILITIES, TEXTS, MATERIALS, AND SUPPLIES
1. Special Equipment/Facilities : (Check the appropriate boxes and describe as needed. )

[ JLab equipment [ JITV Classroom
[]Computer Lab [ ]Off-Campus Sites
[ ]CD ROM’s [ ]Testing Center

[ ]Data Projector/Screen [ ]Other

XIVCR [_]Other

XITV Monitor [ JOther
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WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE CJT 224
COURSE-SYLLABUS APPROVAL FORM (CSAF)
2. Texts: (Please indicate if no text is required.)

Title: Criminal Investigation

Author: Swanson, Chamelin, Territo Copyright Yr:_2003
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Est. Cost:
Title:

Author: Copyright Yr:
Publisher: Est. Cost:
Title:

Author: Copyright Yr:
Publisher: Est. Cost:
Title:

Author: Copyright Yr:
Publisher: Est. Cost:
Additional Texts:

3. Supplies and/or Uniforms students will have to Acquire: (e.g. calculators, uniforms, tools, etc.)
Descriptions Cost Estimates

4. Reference Materials that will be used: (e.g. journals, books, manuals, maps, LRC reserves, etc.)
Title/Name Location

5. Computer Software that will be used:
Title/Name Location

6. Audio/Visual Materials that will be used: (c.g. films, video tapes, slides, audio tapes, CDs, etc.)

Title/Name Location
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